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ur free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine qualities, 
-onomic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in 
ealiplay Upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass 


g public, Between Th 


war and communism and move 


lar tastes, and, along with the leadi 
ia, therefore, are not adequate for the 


the daily press and radio are compelled by 


news weeklies, to yield to the economic, political and military pressures that 
hristian mind which would maintain its dedication to truth. For this more discern- 
@ Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, 
> the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth 
ard out of the tribalism of men towards br 


providing the layman with greater insight 
can we avoid the violent changes inherent 


otherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


Friendship, like words, can have 
ings — via the international mails. 
An international organization called 
‘outh Of All Nations is engaged in 
ppening a path of understanding 
cross the world through letter- 
riends who forge closer contacts 
ith different cultures, practice oth- 
r languages and develop friend- 
hips that may bear fruit some day 

personal contacts here or abroad. 
outh Of All Nations, better 


sednown as YOAN, also publishes a 


agazine Mirror For Youth, 


7 rough which members learn from 


“Bach other and their world head- 


uarters learns from them all; thus 
ey help improve human relations 
And contribute to enduring peace 
y making a friendlier world. 
This is actually a correspondence 
purse in peace because, for the first 
e in the history of the world, the 
outh are trying to reach out and 
pin hearts in the cause of under- 


d anding and peace. Members of 


Bics, 


OAN fill out application blanks 
i) indicate special interests, lan- 
age facilities, ambitions, etc. (but 
ot religion or color of skin). Thus 
tter-friends with mutual interests 
n be brought together to follow 
rough these friendships in their 
m way but each is encouraged to 
clude discussions of their coun- 
traditions, hopes, attitudes. 
hat is how a program of letter 
riting can transform mere inter- 
Jational correspondence into a pow- 
Bful force for world understand- 
g, encouraging interest and 
jareness in world problems and 
jincing eagerness to help solve 
em at the grass roots level, with 
Be YOAN motto “Lasting peace 
Mrough young understanding.” The 
‘vely YOAN magazine Mirror For 
outh often sponsors global letter 
bums on many subjects through 
ich members can exchange ideas. 
r information address Youth Of 
ll Nations, 16 St. Luke’s Place, 
ew York 14, N. Y. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HEN OXCARTS, HORSES AND CARRIAGES moved about the 

streets of Washington, London, Paris, Moscow and Peking there 
were no traffic officers, parking regulations or speed laws. Bullock carts 
(the counterpart of today’s three-ton trucks), moving at three miles an 
hour, presented little difficulty to horsemen or surrey. 

BUT A THREE-TON TRUCK today cannot assert its “sovereign 
interest” by standing where it pleases in a crowded thoroughfare, thun- 
dering down either side of a highway or swirling through intersections, 
nor can any modern vehicle — without chaos and sudden death. Oxcart 
thinking cannot prevail in a hydrogen-jet age without disaster. Yet oxcart 
thinking is heard in the U. S. Congress daily, on many radios and editorial 
pages — even from some pulpits. 

IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS, Britain, France, Russia, India, 
Israel, Egypt and the U. S. have all taken such action as each felt was 
justified by its “sovereign” interest. The United Nations, on the other 
hand, given the difficult task of regulating international traffic, is being 
roundly cussed for failure and weakness. But no regulation or control can 
be efficient, no law adequate until a desire for justice and peace replaces 
the fears, hatreds and selfishness that threaten a dangerous conflagration 
in the fabulous Middle East. 

This nuclear age requires a decrease in selfishness and an increase 
in “otherness.” The old law of self-preservation must be replaced by a 
new law, that the security and welfare of our own is inseparable from a 
prior interest in others. The great Galilean saw this clearly in the power 
conflicts raging in the same area 2,000 years ago, when he warned, “Re- 
pent ye or ye shall all likewise perish.” 


ITH THE AUTHORITY OF THE UN once more being re-estab- 
lished to maintain the peace in the tense Mideast, what are the 
forces that will erupt next? Will President Nasser of Egypt keep agree- 
ments not to violate Israel’s borders? It is most unlikely that the hot coals 
of anti-Semitism will cool in Moslem-Arab breasts. Col. Nasser has not 
lost his ambition although he lost the large arsenal of Russian armaments 
with which he hoped to wipe out Israel and inaugurate himself as a new 
dynamic champion of Pan-Arabianism. Russia, because of her unrepented 
brutal oppression in Hungary, remains an outlaw within the UN. Russia 
will most certainly continue to stir up Arab nationalism, which is another 
way of fomenting anti-Westernism and anti-Americanism. The Soviet still 
sees in the poverty of the masses in the Mideast, and the great wealth of 
the few, an open door for infiltration, intrigue and revolution. 

SINCE THE GREATEST BODY OF WEALTH ON EARTH 
lies buried deep under Arabian sands, the above conflicts are destined 
to remain central to the world’s interest. And since the U. S., to all practi- 
cal purposes, is the sole dictator of this wealth through its major oil com- 
panies; and since we have declared through the “new Eisenhower doc- 
trine” that we will fight before we will see this situation, so favorable to 
ourselves, disturbed — can we expect the UN to devote its authority to 
safeguarding this status quo? In this question lurks the crux of tomorrow’s 
peace. 

WE MUST NOT DECEIVE OURSELVES; oil is the power on 
the throne in U. S. policy. Have you ever asked why President Eisenhow- 
er vigorously supported the UN during the first part of the Suez crisis, 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Peace and Natural Man 

Militarists insist that man is war- 
like by nature, that an instinct for 
violence permeates all human so- 
ciety. The American military train- 
ing program operates upon this ba- 
sis, that since all men are warlike, 
war is inevitable, that hate and fear 
must be cultivated to “make a good 
soldier” (or sailor or flier). 

With the nationalization of the 
Suez Canal, U. S. training camp 
Officials began to tell their squad- 
rons that Nasser was another Hit- 
ler, that war with Nasser was in- 
evitable. “They gave us none of the 
background of the Suez situation, 
no history of the Egypt-Israel quar- 
rel, just a harangue about Nasser 
being a new Hitler we must fight, 
and killing Egyptians became our 
daily diet,” writes a SAC jet pilot. 

This erroneous philosophy that all 
men are warlike can even be shat- 
tered by an examination of the his- 
tory of the American Indians. While 
some of the tribes were described 
as warlike, others of the Indian na- 
tions reveal remarkable political 
maturity and a love of peace that 
compares with the finest of modern 
society. Some tribes of the East 
maintained settled communities, liv- 
ing in peace with their neighbors 
for a hundred years at a time. 

Among the tribes of the West. 
the Hopi Indians have astonished 
anthropologists by their high spir- 
itual and social concepts. The 
Hopis lived in peace for centuries— 
even with the “warlike” Apaches, 
although Apache raids occasionally 
threatened the tribal relationships. 
The Hopis seldom retaliated, for 
the name Hopi means peaceful peo- 
ple. Many Hopi concepts of re- 
ligion and morality are closely akin 
to the finest Christian principles. 
The Great Spirit was worshipped as 
the giver of all life, whose will and 
presence brought peace. Accord- 
ing to the teachings of the medicine 
men, all must live in peace or die, 


all life must be revered and man 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Peace and Natural Man 
(continued) 

must love his neighbor as himself. 
“To tell the truth, to share what 
we have, to live together so we 
can help each other, to take care 
of our children and our old peo- 
ple, the sick and strangers, friends 
and enemies, to commit no evil or 
violence against any man or crea- 
ture of the earth is the law of the 
life stream flowing from the Great 
Spirit,” teach the Hopis. 

Who are the civilized — the an- 
cient Hopis or the modern militar- 
ized Americans? To this day the 
Hopis resist the intrusion of the 
white man because of the evils he 
has brought to the iand of peace in 
the high arid mesa. 


What the Indian Wants 
The American Indian is pictured 
as knocking at the doors of free en- 
terprise, seeking to abandon tribal 
ways, eager to escape from Uncle 
Sam's protection, and especially to 
sell their reservation lands so that 
as individuals they can use this cap- 
ital to share the joys of our com- 
petitive capitalist economy. Such re- 
ports began to appear when oil and 
mineral resources were newly dis- 
covered on several of the reserva- 
tions in the West and Midwest. 
This portrait of the Indian was 
refuted, however, at the fifth Inter- 
national Congress of Anthropology 
and Ethnology held in Philadelphia 
by scientists who have given their 
lives to the study of the Indian. 
The anthropologists stated that anv 
fair examination of Indian prob- 
lems. fears and hopes reveals that 
the Indian does not want to be as- 
similated into urban economic life: 
that, if he wanted to leave the reser- 
vation, he is already free to do so 
at any time. He does not want to 
make a living away from the reser- 
vation unless, as an individual, his 
particular talents and training qual- 
ifv him for such opportunitvy—and 
even most such fortunate ones still 
feel their deepest ties in the coop- 
erative tribal life on the reservation. 
In short. the Indian does not be- 
lieve that the white man’s way of 
competition is better than his own. 
Through centuries of survival liv- 
ing, the Indian can hardlv conceive 
of any economic project that does 
not involve the tribe. or at least the 
family clan. Thus he prefers to have 
a herd of cattle with his brothers 
and cousins, a fishery or even grain 
fields which the familv and clan 
work as a group. The idea of indi- 
viduals competing against each oth- 
er is abhorent to most Indians and 
contrary to all tribal traditions. 
Reservation Indians have often 
been ill-housed, ill-clothed, and in 
poor health because they have been 
forced to live in fixed community 
patterns laid down for them by 


Government bureaus and contrary 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


then, just as the UN authority became effective, suddenly by-passed the 
UN to re-emphasize the U. S. military might in the Mideast and U. S. 
economic aid? And just as quickly switched the White House influence 
back again to support the UN in the Israel-Egypt crisis in Gaza and the 
Gulf of Aqaba? 

THE PRESIDENT KNOWS THE TRUTH about hydrogen-mis- 
sile warfare. His first action was the result of Moscow’s threat of atomic 
missile war at the height of the British-French-Israeli attack on Egypt. 
(See BTL, Jan. 1 and Feb. 15.) This warning awakened London, Paris 
and Washington to the terror that now crouches behind every resort to 
international violence. This awakening broke Anthony Eden politically 
and physically and aroused Eisenhower to prompt action. And let it not 
be forgotten that he denounced the Soviet violence in Hungary just as 
severely. 

THEN PANIC OF ANOTHER SORT swept the American-Ara- 
bian oil corporations. With Eisenhower's denunciation of all resort to vio- 
lence, the powerful oil lobby cried, “If we abandon all use of violence, the 
Russian armies will move in or, at least, somebody will start to nationalize 
our oil properties.” And, as the saying goes, when the oil corporations 
have a chill the State Department coughs and sneezes. (In our last issue 
we quoted columnist Alsop who labeled this fear of a Russian military 
thrust in the Mideast as absurd — in his dispatch from Moscow Jan. 21). 
Since Eisenhower's Mideast declaration, Senate committees have dug up 
much evidence of the influence of oil on U. S. foreign policy — and that 
without scratching the surface. Leading U. S. Senators have charged that 
“big oil has an inside track in the Government’s Middle East policy.” 
(N. Y. Times, Feb. 23). Sen. O'Mahoney (D., Wyo.) described a “closed 
meeting” early last fall where Dulles met with oil company executives and 
“assured them that any threat to the Mideast oil holdings would bring 
international intervention.” This means U. S. intervention. The oil cor- 
porations would not accept UN protection for that would bring to the 
fore the UN doctrine of international control of strategic resources, which 
is anathema to U. S. oil interests. Senator O'Mahoney disclosed that such 
closed meetings — and there have been several — were revealed in papers 
subpoenaed from the files of the major oil companies. 


SENATORS KEFAUVER, MORSE AND OTHERS have de- 
manded that the Senate further examine the influence of oil on Mideast 
policies. Drew Pearson charged (Washington Post, Feb. 4 and 5) that the 
oil corporations maneuvered the U. S. Government into building the 
giant Dhahran air base — which lies close to the Saudi Arabian fields — 
when the Air Force didn’t want the base and didn’t consider it strategic 
for defense purposes. Mr. Pearson cited documents that have been kept 
“classified” to keep the deal from getting to the public, although no mili- 
tary secrets were involved. But GOP Congressmen vanish into the cloak- 
rooms—and with them go also Democrats from the Southern oil states— 
whenever demands are made for an investigation of oil in politics and 
foreign policy. And the press and radio — with a few exceptions — re- 
main silent on the issue. Only a few Congressmen are free from the pres- 
sure of the oil and gas interests on their home ground. 

IT HAS BECOME QUITE APPARENT that the “new” Eisen- 
hower Mideast policy is a result of oil pressure on the Administration ad- 
visers in the State Department upon whom the President depends for 
counsel on foreign policy. This charge has been lifted in the Senate repeat- 
edly with little or no denial offered. The debates and controversies over 
the policy have dragged on so long that its final endorsement, in watered 
down form, will mean little. It got none of the prompt, enthusiastic sup- 
port which its promoters desired and expected. Too many knew the truth. 


OST INTERNATIONAL RESOURCE AUTHORITIES — outside 

those serving the American oil corporations — believe the day is 
rapidly approaching when one nation cannot monopolistically exploit the- 
resources of another. Such situations have been a frequent cause of war. 
Many diplomatic observers believe that nationalization or confiscation of 
Mideast oil properties is inevitable and that the refusal of the American 
oil monopolies to consider a higher sense of sharing of this strategic 
wealth underscores this inevitability and invites Soviet intrigue. How can 
one tightly bound American cartel keep a monopoly over approximately 
70 per cent of the world’s fossil fuel in a power-hungry revolutionary 
world? (See Sir Anthony Nutting’s statement in our last issue about the 
need for the internationalization of Mideast oil.) 


THIS SITUATION IS COMPOUNDED by the fact that big oil 
and the military are unavoidably and intimately allied. The U. S. military 
establishments are by far the largest customers of big oil and every mili- 
tary machine that moves on land, sea or in the air consumes oil and gaso- 
line, usually in enormous quantities. It is inevitable that top oil men and 

(contsnued on NEXT page) 


What the Indian Wan, 


(continued) 
to their long custom of semi-+ 


madic tribal life practiced until oy 
a generation or two ago. If t 
can follow the valley streams aq 
woodland meadows” with the 
herds, fishing, hunting, berry pig 
ing, they can support themsely 
thus their cultural traditions, cy 
toms and codes continue to fun 
tion. Most of them are willing {i 
their children to remain in Go 
ernment schools, providing _ the 
summers can be spent with fami 
tribe and clan. When the India, 
follow their traditional way of lif 
they are not plagued by drunke 
ness and disintegrating idleness 4 
they are when they have lost the 
best pasture lands and are forced 
live the year round in Governme 
constructed settlements with on 
artificial and unreal activities aya 
able to them. The scientists belie, 
the Indians should be given mo 
freedom to live their own way, k 
ting the changes in their culty 
come gradually and naturally, ; 
education and contact with ¢ 
white man’s civilization normal 
inspires changes. 

Those who know the _ India 
best believe it would be catastrop} 
ic to withdraw all Government co 
trol from the reservation lands, th 
permitting each Indian to sell h 
share of the tribal holdings, 
urged by the politicians and ot 


who serve the oil and mini 
interests. 
The artificial mode of _ livin 


forced upon the Indians in pa 
years has brought so much disint 
gration already that agents for t 
commercial interests would ha 
little difficulty decimating the ty 
bal holdings through the wel 
liquor and other methods of seduj 
tion. This is not an unjust indic 
ment, for business interests hay 
repeatedly used such methods | 
exploit the Indian in the past. a 
present campaign succeeds — tor 
move the Indian and his lands froj 
Government supervision—within 
few years thousands of Indians w 
be penniless, landless and_ helplet 
wards of State or Federal Go 
ernments. 





QUICK SHIFT: When the be 





der town of Sopron in Hungaj 
was overrun by Soviet troops, t 
teachers and students of Sopr 
University almost to a man cros: 
into Austria. The Austrian Minist 
of Education, faced by these Sf 
guests eager to re-establish the 
selves at once in educational unil 
secured a mansion for their use a 


within days teaching was resum 
in the improvised classrooms. T! 
University intends to continue | 
regular curriculum, except for adi 
ing the German language as a! 
quired subject. 
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War Today 


Have you sometimes felt that 
Between The Lines has over-empha- 
sized the fact that war has become 
utterly insane and unthinkable and 
that there is nothing conceivable 
that would justify such a holocaust 
as modern weapons should bring? 
The following excerpt from con- 
gressional hearings before the Sub- 
committee on the Air Force may 
eliminate any doubt: 

Senator Symington: There was a 
very good article in Fortune on the 
new weapons. I think it said 110 
bombs of a type that has already 
been dropped hitting this country 
at intervals of 10 minutes would 
destroy or maim 70 million people. 

General Gavin: That is right. 

Senator Symington: And leave 
hundreds of square miles of the 
United States uninhabitable for a 
generation. Now suppose that the 
Russians, who you have said were 
working towards an atomic army, 
and have the same concept about 
accuracy in atomic weapons — sup- 
pose they announced they were go- 
ing to fight and were not going to 
use hydrogen bombs, but were go- 
ing to use kiloton stuff instead of 
megaton stuff. We would have a 
decision to make as to whether we 
were going to use megaton bombs, 
would we not? 

General Gavin: We would have. 

Senator Duff: Senator Symington 
has referred to the number of lives 
that would be lost according to this 
article in Fortune magazine. I would 
like to ask you, sir, if we got into 
nuclear war and our strategic air 
force made an assault in force 
against Russia with nuclear wea- 
pons so that those weapons were 
exploded in a way where the pre- 
vailing winds would carry them 
southeast over Russia, what would 
be the effect in the way of death 
there under those circumstances? 

General Gavin: I will give you 
an answer to this and I will give 
vou a specific one, sir, but IT would 
like to respectfully suggest that the 
Air Force or a proper study group 
give you this answer. Current plan- 
ning estimates run on the order of 
several hundred million deaths that 
would be either way depending 
upon which way the wind blew. 
If the wind blew to the southeast 
they would be mostly in the USSR, 
although they would extend into 
the Japanese and perhaps down 
into the Philippine area. If the wind 
blew the other way they would ex- 
tend well back up into Western 
Europe. And IT use the figure “sev- 
eral hundred million,” which con- 
trasts with the estimates that you 
have quoted in Fortune magazine 
as being about several times lower. 

— The above is a_verbatum 
quotation from hearings before the 
Subcommittee on the Air Force of 
the Senate Committee on Armed 
Services. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
top military leaders work and play together —- that’s how someone put 
over the Dhahran air base deal. 

But it’s the taxpayer who pays — pays for the oil and gas, and for 
such bases as Dhahran — and provides the blood when “vital American 
interests” must be defended. Yet the big oil and military operations and 
machinations are considered to be none of the public’s business. The 
founding fathers emphasized the necessity of an enlightened citizenship 
and civilian control over all military establishments as the basis for our 
security. Is that not still true? 


HAT KIND OF THINKING DOMINATES BIG OIL? Three con- 

gressional probes are under way, investigating the recent price- 
fixing policies of the oil companies and the reasons behind the recent price 
boosts in this country and abroad. There will be much pressure to shelve 
these investigations in the same way the Federal anti-trust suits against 
the largest oil corporations, started under the Truman Administration, 
were dropped after the Republicans came to power in 1952. Briefly, here’s 
the story of the new price boost: 

WHEN THE SUEZ CRISIS BEGAN, the White House asked the 
oil corporations to undertake emergency shipments to Europe while sup- 
plies were cut off from the Mideast. Top oil management, working 
through the commissions that regulate oil production in the states, ma- 
nipulated the situation so that oil surpluses on the American market would 
be absorbed during the Suez crisis. This would set the stage for price hikes, 
increases the oil companies had been seeking for some time. Instead of 
boosting production and rushing oil supplies to Europe, the oil corpora- 
tions let the shipments to Europe lag till surpluses had disappeared here, 
then boosted prices all down the line! Oil management has sought to re- 
fute these charges before congressional groups but even the big dailies in 
Washington and New York remain for the most part unconvinced. (For 
further details and supporting facts, see the editorial “Troubled Oil” in 
the Washington Post, Feb. 5. Also Arthur Krock’s column in the N. Y. 
Times Feb. 8; and “Oil Moves An Inch” in the Washington Post, Feb. 9.) 

THE OIL CORPORATIONS CLAIM that shortages, increased 
competition and rising costs of production necessitated the price boost. 
Even the American Automobile Association — long a friendly ally of the 
oil companies — protested the increased price of gasoline, citing figures to 
show that there are large surpluses of gas all over the country. Gasoline 
surpluses are increasing as production of industrial oils, diesel and fuel 
oils — which are the production in short supply — are built up. The tac- 
tics of the great oil companies reveal there can be little competition be- 
tween them, that their policy changes move in concert, their price-fixing 
is uniform here and abroad. While production costs are up, with rare ex- 
ceptions, all major companies reported the largest profits last year in the 
history of oil. Therefore their profit position was not threatened. Inde- 
pendent oil companies in this country charge, furthermore, that the Mid- 
east American oil companies produce their oil at a fraction of the costs 
the domestic producers must pay out, yet Mideast oil is priced here and 
abroad at the same going rates, thus harvesting exorbitant profits for the 
Mideast companies. 

AMERICAN HOMES WITH OIL FURNACES AND CAR 
OWNERS will be taxed over a billion dollars extra each year because of 
the extra costs in furnace and motor fuel, the dollars to be added to the 

(continued on NEXT page) 








How They Do It 

How does communism operate at 
the community level? Methods used 
in Red China to maintain commu- 
nistic ideals in neighborhood life are 
described by a Canadian newsman 
who just returned from a 5,000 mile 
tour of China. 

Neighborhoods in China’s cities 
are divided into social units of 500 
families. David Lancashire reports 
a typical instance —a 32-year old 
housewife, Mrs. Yu, was elected by 
the district as a kind of “ward boss” 
and acts as a connecting link be- 
tween the Communist party and the 
home life of the people. Various 
subcommittees are under her juris- 
diction — sanitation, women’s wel- 
fare, cultural and family relations. 
Mrs. Yu explained that it was her 
duty to inspect the homes and see 
to it that they were thoroughly 
cleaned at least three times a 
month. The cleanliness of the 
streets and the yards behind the 
walls, as well as the apartment 
houses and the many hovels that 
make up her district in the Chinese 
city are also Mrs. Yu’s responsibil- 
ity. Pregnancies and women’s prob- 
lems in general are handled by the 
subcommittee which arranges hos- 
pital accommodations, doctor’s care, 
and the care of the children while 
the mother is working or in the 
hospital. The cultural committee is 
responsible for the campaign against 
illiteracy. Women are taught to 
read and write in night classes, 
while the men study in schools pro- 
vided by their factories or shops. 

Even family troubles are brought 
to the attention of Mrs. Yu if the 
committee on family relationship is 
unable to meet the household cri- 
sis. Divorces are almost unknown, 
as in Russia, and every family is 
supposed to solve its own prob- 
lems, with the whole neighborhood 
participating in the arguments! “If 
they cannot handle their personal 
matters themselves, it is our duty 
to interfere for the good of the 
family and the community,” states 
Mrs. Yu. “We visit the home and 
recommend a solution, for the out- 
sider can usually get a more fair 
picture than those involved in a 
household quarrel.” 

Electric sewing machines, libra- 
ries, availability of hot water, soap, 
etc., are also supervised by the 
committee and the supervisor. There 
is no privacy in such a_ neigh- 
borhood, but the Communist di- 
rectors insist that correct living, un- 
interrupted production and person- 
al efficiency are far more important 
than privacy. 





Changing Your Address? 
let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between 
Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 














Dictator Casualties 

The casualty rate among Latin 
American dictators has been rather 
high of late and threatens to go 
higher. In 18 months, no fewer 
than five dictators have fallen one 
way or another. Six dictators are 
still in power in Latin America, 
but half of them stand on very un- 
certain ground. Peron of Argentina 
went down after ten years of ab- 
solute power. The strong man of 
Peru, General Odria, although far 
more democratic than Peron or 
Somoza, was forced to relinquish 
his power recently by popular pres- 
sure against his one-man rule. Julio 
Lozono was driven from the presi- 
dency of Honduras recently by the 
Honduran Army which could no 
longer endure his one-man rule. 
While Latin American armies usual- 
ly support their dictators, such an 
army sometimes becomes infiltrat- 
ed by peasants and other groups, 
representing the exploited popula- 
tion, and foments revolt against the 
dictator who nearly always luxuri- 
ates in wealth drained from the 
people. 

General Trijillo of the Domini- 
can Republic has been running full 
page ads in leading American news- 
papers, glorifying his rule. But 
Latin Americans in this country re- 
port that since the death of Somo- 
za, Trijillo lives in daily fear of 
assassination. He is now being ac- 
cused of the murder of an American 
flier. 

The military dictator of Venezu- 
ela, General Jimenez, who is sup- 
ported by U. S. oil corporations 
and the immense income derived 
from oil profits, has been carrying 
his one-man rule to such an ex- 
treme that he no longer dares hold 
even the mock elections of the past. 
In the last election of 1952, re- 
turns were so overwhelmingly 
against him that he shut down the 
newspapers and radio stations until 
his own henchmen could count the 
ballots in secret and destroy them! 
A proclamation declared that Gen- 
eral Jimenez was elected by a large 
majority, though all informed Ven- 
ezuelans knew the public vote was 
strongly against him. Shored up by 
the support of U. S. oil companies, 
which have a traditiona! policy nev- 
er to disturb the status quo, how- 
ever corrupt it may be — Jimenez 
will hang on until revolution sweeps 
him out. It is quite likely that his 
fall will take the oil companies out 
too. 

General Pinilla of Colombia has 
only been in power three years, but 
already he faces angry representa- 
tions of citizens every day in his 
palace. Even the Army, his main 
support, threatened to split over 
his policies, particularly the order 
to shoot down student demonstra- 


tors and to close up newspapers 
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wealth of the oil corporations and their minority owners who have long 
enjoyed very high profit positions and, through depletion allowances, tax 
favors denied all other citizens. Is this conducive to a stable and just 
society? With such concepts in force in home markets, there is ample 
reason to be concerned over the policies of the same corporations in their 
foreign operations. This is to say nothing of the admitted fact that the oil 
companies take no responsibility for their part in perpetuating the sordid 
corrupt oligarchies of the Mideast and such military dictatorships as are 
found in Venezuela. 

IN FAIRNESS, IT MUST BE POINTED OUT that none of 
this is due to the “machinations of evil men.” The same oil companies 
have pioneered in high wages, health and pension systems for their work- 
ers. The shortsighted long-range policies arise from divided authority, 
remote association between the men who make decisions, and those who 
carry them out, along with many other factors of modern industrial life 
which have “dehumanized” big business. As a former vice-president of 
General Electric, T. K. Quinn, pointed out, “A business corporation will 
use tactics against another company with cruel and ruthless results, which 
the same men who made these decisions would never think of using in 
their individual relationships.” (See Quinn’s book Giant Corporations — 
Threat to Democracy, Exposition Press °56) 

The laymen associated with the oil business who have guided this 
Newsletter in gathering such material say that the average oil executive 
just doesn’t look at his responsibilities in social or moral terms. That isn’t 
his job. Such men belong to the closely knit, tightly integrated tribes of 
high finance who seldom if ever see the effects of their decisions on the 
field; they only study production sheets and profit reports. And the fellow 
who wrestles with policy on the ground never knows why the decisions 
are made or the factors involved. He’s looking for bonuses and promotion 
— so he can get back to his family or get his family out of “this hell-hole 
in the desert” . . . get home, so his kids will grow up “Americans.” 

With oil at the very heart of U. S. foreign affairs, and so closely 
linked to all U. S. military establishments, we can hardly overemphasize 
the need for a greater awareness of this problem in the public mind so 
that more wholesome influences may be brought to bear upon it. The 
awed silence in the press and politicians must be broken. 


HE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION OF LABOR UNIONS 

will accomplish incalculable benefits for our society and the workers 
— if the investigations go far enough! That will be the rub, for strong 
pressures are already being used to divert the investigations away from the 
most important areas of corruption: (1) the tie between the labor rackets 
and the big liquor interests; and (2) the elements in legitimate businesses 
that have been quick to make deals with racketeers — when it paid off. 

LIQUOR IS ALWAYS ALLIED WITH GAMBLING AND 
VICE. While the tie between pinball, slot machine gambling, prostitution 
and the Teamsters’ Union has been played up in the press, the tie with 
the liquor interests has been soft-pedalled, although the Senate Committee 
has touched on it here and there. (See N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Feb. 26.) 
As police records reveal, gambling, prostitution and liquor are linked 
together. . 

IN THE KEFAUVER SENATE INVESTIGATION of crime in 
politics a few years ago—under the Truman Administration — it will 
be remembered that the Senate Committee repeatedly established links 
between beer and hard liquor distribution and the tavern syndicates 
which in turn were hand in glove with the gamblers and the local poli- 
ticians in many metropolitan areas. Yet the power of the liquor interests 
on state and national levels was such that little was done to clean up these 
situations and the whole story was squelched. 

THE TIE BETWEEN LEGITIMATE BUSINESS AND LABOR 
RACKETEERING is also well known. While these ties in the present in- 
vestigation have not been touched upon as yet, it will be recalled that one 
of the most difficult problems the law enforcement forces had to deal 
with, in cleaning up the water front rackets, was the association of the 
Longshoremen’s Union with the shipping concerns which found it more 
profitable to deal with the rackets than to fight them. The big shippers 
were ruthlessly competing with each other; instead of working together 
to fight the racketeers, they used the racketeers in the shipping war 
between themselves. (A study of the N. Y. Crime Commission reports on 
the Longshoremen’s Unions provides details on this.) 

Thousands of businessmen in the Pacific Northwest are aware of 
the way Dave Beck, the head of the Teamsters’ organization, manipulated 
the business of his union to build up the strength of his outfit and his 
own personal fortune — and how he accomplished much of this through 
utilizing his association with the businesses his union dealt with. 
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and radio stations for not suppor. 
ing the Pinilla regime. Liberal ang 
conservative leaders have recenth 
united against Pinilla, so his day 
are probably numbered. 

General Batista has held po 
in Cuba since his last armed cow 
in 1952. But many eruptions 9f 
violence have, from time to time) 
threatened to turn Cuba into 4 
bloody battlefield. Few days pag 
without bombings and _ shootings 
all directed against Batista. He & 
supported by American sugar ip 
terests whose profits have soared ty 
the highest level in history, by 
who continue to do little to raig 
the miserable living standards 9 
the Cuban sugar workers. There & 
much un-Americanism among Cub§ i 
ans because of the obvious tie-w 
between Batista’s regime and th 
multi - millionaire sugar corpor 
tions. Almost all of Cuba’s rm 
sources are foreign-owned and for 
eign-operated. The country is over k 
ripe for revolution, therefore 4 
happy hunting ground for Ce 
munist infiltration. 

Paul Maglorie of Haiti was ou 
ed recently by a new kind of 
lution — a general sit-down strike, 
There was some violence but the, 
principal weapon was “passive re 
sistance,” which paralyzed the 
public and forced “Big Paul” to re 
sign. As he headed into exile, thou 
sands gathered at the airport to bid 
him a good-humored farewell! 

General Stroessner of Paraguayip 
hangs on by his finger tips. His fal, 
is expected daily. Great wealth and. 
widespread poverty, with manipt 
lation of the nation’s resources by, 
foreign investment interests, char 
acterize the environment of 
these dictatorships. 





UNDERGROUND SOURCES 
IN SPAIN report that a strong anti 
Franco movement has reached si 
nificant proportions, although still 
operating secretly. A manifesto ha 
been circulated which announce 
the formation of a new politic 
party, the Democratic Social Act 
Party, to defy the totalitarian 
of Franco’s powerful armed parti; 
sans. While the document 
circulated secretly, World Arous 
Press reports that the revolutiona 
manifesto was too widely rei 
to be called secret any longer. Me 
revolutions, of course, start 
secret plans, secret leadership af 
especially with energetic youl 
who have reached the place th 
will gladly risk death to overthre 
tyranny. Franco, frightened by n 
of the manifesto and the recent divgi 
turbances in Madrid and Barcelon 
has reshuffled his Cabinet in a di 
play of reform. But this means litt 
for ultra-conservative Catholic 
ures still hold all the key positic 








